
10	1/2	THINGS	NO	COMMENCEMENT
SPEAKER	HAS	EVER	SAID
The	antidote	to	those	cotton-candy	platitudes	that	are	all	too	familiar	to	anyone	who’s
ever	 worn	 a	 mortarboard,	 Wheelan’s	 10½	 head-turning	 aphorisms—backed	 up	 by	 a
PhD	 in	 public	 policy	 and	 extensive	 social	 science	 research—set	 the	 record	 straight.
Readers	everywhere	agreed,	turning	a	Dartmouth	Class	Day	speech	that	had	gone	viral
into	 a	best-selling	book.Whether	praising	 the	 time	 “wasted”	 in	 fraternity	basements;
mentioning	that,	frankly,	the	worst	days	of	your	life	still	lie	ahead;	or	simply...
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Peek	Inside	the	Book
Maybe	it's	a	stretch	to	blame	a	broader	social	pathology	on	hyper-competitive	soccer	parents.	Still,	there	is
not	a	huge	downside	to	asking	every	once	in	a	while,	Why	am	I	doing	this?	We	will	know	for	certain	that	my
analysis	 is	wrong	when	we	 see	 the	 following	 obituary:	 "Bob	 Smith	 died	 yesterday	 at	 the	 age	 of	 74.	 He
finished	life	in	186th	place.	Charles	Wheelan,	10	1/2	Things	No	Commencement	Speaker	Has...

Reader's	Opinions
This	is	a	quick	read	but	packs	a	thoughtful	punch	in	just	a	few	short	pages.	Not	just	meant	for	college	grads
but	anyone	looking	for	their	own	path.	I	really	enjoyed	the	writing	style.	Plan	to	read	more	by	Wheelan.

Super	quick	read,	but	full	of	important	life	lessons.	I	wish	this	speech	(turned	book)	had	been	said	at	my
commencement.	It	would	have	kept	my	attention	far	better,	and	I	would	have...
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