
MISREADING	SCRIPTURE	WITH	WESTERN
EYES:	REMOVING	CULTURAL	BLINDERS	TO
BETTER	UNDERSTAND	THE	BIBLE
What	was	clear	to	the	original	readers	of	Scripture	is	not	always	clear	to	us.	Because	of
the	 cultural	 distance	 between	 the	 biblical	 world	 and	 our	 contemporary	 setting,	 we
often	 bring	 modern	 Western	 biases	 to	 the	 text.	 For	 example:When	 Western	 readers
hear	 Paul	 exhorting	women	 to	 "dress	modestly,"	we	 automatically	 think	 in	 terms	 of
sexual	modesty.	But	most	women	in	that	culture	would	never	wear	racy...
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Peek	Inside	the	Book
bad	behavior	of	its	characters?	In	stories	of	right/wrong,	we	can	identify	the	bad	guys	and	the	bad	actions.
Sometimes	in	Scripture	it	is	harder.	We	sometimes	see	sin	where	the	narrator	did	not	intend	itor	worse,	we
dont	see	sin	when	the	narrator	was	waving	it	in...

Reader's	Opinions
If	you're	looking	for	a	book	to	challenge	the	way	you	read	and	understand	the	Bible,	this	is	it	for	sure.	For
the	larger	part	of	my	adult	life,	I've	been	aware	that	the	way	I	understand	the	Bible--the	interpretations	I
put	on	words	and	phrases,	the	assumptions	I	make	about	why	the	author	said	what	he	did,	my	views	about
the...
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