
THE	GHOST	AT	THE	TABLE
Strikingly	 different	 since	 childhood	 and	 leading	 very	 dissimilar	 lives	 now,	 sisters
Frances	 and	 Cynthia	 have	 nevertheless	managed	 to	 remain	 "devoted"â€”so	 long	 as
they	 stay	 on	 opposite	 coasts.	 But	 with	 the	 reappearance	 of	 their	 elderly,	 long-
estranged	father	they	find	themselves	reunited	for	a	cold,	snowy	Thanksgiving	weekâ
€”a	 reunion	 that	 awakens	 sleeping	 tensions	 and	 old	 sorrows.	 Frances	 envisions	 a
happy	family	holiday	with	her	husband	and	daughters	in	her	lovely...
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Peek	Inside	the	Book
In	 my	 experience,	 people's	 sorrows	 are	 always	 in	 danger	 of	 bursting	 out;	 it's	 only	 through	 careful
inattention	that	they	can	be	contained.	Suzanne	Berne,	The	Ghost	at	the	Table

Reader's	Opinions
Not	your	typical	family	Thanksgiving.	Cynthia	has	purposely	distanced	herself	from	her	remaining	family,
moving	all	the	way	to	California	while	they	remain	in	New	England.	She's	refused	repeated	invitations	to
come	home	for	Thanksgiving,	preferring	to	visit	only	in	the	summers	when	everyone	can	be	out	of	doors.
Her	sister,	Frances,...
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