
ALONE	TOGETHER:	WHY	WE	EXPECT	MORE
FROM	TECHNOLOGY	AND	LESS	FROM
EACH	OTHER
Consider	Facebook—it’s	human	contact,	only	easier	to	engage	with	and	easier	to	avoid.
Developing	 technology	 promises	 closeness.	 Sometimes	 it	 delivers,	 but	 much	 of	 our
modern	life	leaves	us	less	connected	with	people	and	more	connected	to	simulations
of	 them.In	 Alone	 Together,	 MIT	 technology	 and	 society	 professor	 Sherry	 Turkle
explores	the	power	of	our	new	tools	and	toys	to	dramatically	alter	our	social	lives.	It’s	a
nuanced	 exploration	 of	 what	 we	 are	 looking	 for—and	 sacrificing—in	 a	 world	 of
electronic	companions...
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Peek	Inside	the	Book
The	 technology	has	become	 like	a	phantom	 limb,	 it	 is	 so	much	a	part	of	 them.	These	young	people	are
among	the	first	to	grow	up	with	an	expectation	of	continuous	connection:	always	on,	and	always	on	them.
And	they	are	among	the	first	to	grow	up	not	necessarily	thinking	of	simulation	as	second	best.	All	of	this
makes	 them	 fluent	with	 technology	but	brings	 a	 set	 of	 new	 insecurities.	 Sherry	Turkle,	 Alone	Together:
Why	We	Expect...

Reader's	Opinions
Every	time	I	read	one	of	these	books,	I	am	amazed	by	how	utterly	they	manage	to	miss	the	mark,	and	by
how	the	author	manages	to	track	down	the	8	people	who	are	still	playing	Second	Life.
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