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The	world	is	blowing	up.	Every	day	a	new	blaze	seems	to	ignite	the	bloody	implosion	of
Iraq	 and	 Syria	 the	 East-West	 standoff	 in	 Ukraine	 abducted	 schoolgirls	 in	 northern
Nigeria.	 Is	 there	 some	 thread	 tying	 these	 frightening	 international	 security	 crises
together	 In	 a	 riveting	 account	 that	 weaves	 history	 with	 fast-moving	 reportage	 and
insider	accounts	from	the	Afghanistan	war,	Sarah	Chayes	identifies	the	unexpected...
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Peek	Inside	the	Book
The	 mere	 fact	 of	 holding	 elections,	 Americans	 already	 knew,	 was	 not	 sufficient	 to	 guarantee	 peoples
rights.	 That	 truththat	 an	 election	 per	 se	 is	 less	 important	 than	 the	 architecture	 within	 which	 it	 takes
placeplayed	out	 in	 the	painful	 struggles	 that	 took	place	 in	Arab	Spring	countries	after	 their	 revolutions.
Sarah	Chayes,	Thieves	of	State:	Why	Corruption...

In	 Afghanistan,	 faced	 with	 such	 moral	 and	 material	 depravity,	 a	 brutal	 and	 tenacious	 insurgency	 was
serving	up	its	idea	of	an	antidote:	a	narrow	reading	of	religious	devotion.	Many	Afghans	were	swayed	by
the	argument	that	government	integrity	could	be	achieved...

Reader's	Opinions
Really	a	great	 read.	 It	 focused	more	on	 foreign	governments	as	opposed	 to	 the	U.S.	government,	which
allows	 the	 reader	 to	 draw	 his	 own	 conclusions	 about	 the	 influence	 of	 corruption	 on	 our	 own	 soil.	 The
author	weaves	historical	accounts,	ancient	texts,	and	contemporary	quotations	into	a	penetrating	look	at
the	role	corruption	has	played...

Excellent	well	documented	book	which	addresses	the	link	between	state	corruption	as	the	primary	driver
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