SRI LANKA--ETHNIC FRATRICIDE AND THE
DISMANTLING OF DEMOCRACY

Focusing on the historical events of post-independence Sri Lanka, S. J. Tambiah
analyzes the causes of the violent conflict between the majority Sinhalese Buddhists
and the minority Tamils. He demonstrates that the crisis is primarily a result of recent
societal stresses—educational expansions, linguistic policy, unemployment, uneven
income distribution, population movements, contemporary uses of the past as
religious and national ideology, and trends toward authoritarianism—rather than age-
old racial and religious differences."In this concise, informative, lucidly written book,
scrupulously documented and well indexed, [Tambiah] trains his...
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Reader's Opinions

A MUST read to understand the ROOT causes of conflict in Sri Lanka, written by a professor of
Anthropology at Harvard University. As reviewed by: Amita Shastri, Journal of Asian Studies: "An incredibly
rich and balanced analysis of the crisis. It is exemplary in highlighting the general complexities of ethnic
crises in long-lived societies...
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