
WHILE	I	WAS	GONE
Jo	Becker	has	every	reason	to	be	content.	She	has	three	dynamic	daughters,	a	loving
marriage,	 and	 a	 rewarding	 career.	 But	 she	 feels	 a	 sense	 of	 unease.	 Then	 an	 old
housemate	reappears,	sending	Jo	back	to	a	distant	past	when	she	lived	in	a	communal
house	 in	Cambridge,	Massachusetts.	Drawn	deeper	 into	her	memories	of	 that	 fateful
summer	in	1968,	Jo	begins	to	obsess	about	the	person	she	once	was.	As	she	is	pulled
farther	from	her	present	life,	her	husband,	and...
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Peek	Inside	the	Book
...the	words	make	our	 silences	easier--they're	 the	 current	 that	 runs	under	 them.	Sue	Miller,	While	 I	Was
Gone

Reader's	Opinions
The	 seven	 college	 students	 came	 from	all	 different	walks	of	 life.	 Jo,	 Eli,	Dana,	Duncan,	 Sara,	 John,	 and
Larry	may	have	met	completely	by	chance,	but	their	differences	were	what	initially	bonded	them	together
in	 friendship.	 They	did	 almost	 everything	 together	 -	 and	were	 extremely	 close	with	 each	other	 -	 until	 a
brutal	crime	tore	everyone...

I	expect	every	Oprah's	book	club	pick	to	get	3	stars	(unless	the	book's	by	Toni	Morrison).	While	I	Was	Gone
is	that	special	breed	of	book	that	plummeted	to	2-	and	1-star	territory	after	chapter	10.The	novel	started
out	well	enough.	I	empathized	with	Jo,	the	main	character,	as	she	looked...
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